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IḶISAĠVIK COLLEGE EMPLOYEE SERENA NESTEBY NAMED A TOP FORTY UNDER 40 YOUNG 

PROFESSIONAL BY ALASKA JOURNAL OF COMMERCE 

February 24, 2023 

Iḷisaġvik College is pleased to share that one of its employees was recently named as a 2023 Top Forty 

Under 40 young professional by Alaska Journal of Commerce. Serena Nesteby, Advancement Officer, has 

been with Iḷisaġvik College since December 2020 and has been an exemplary employee since her hiring.  

The Top Forty Under 40 program is sponsored by the Alaska Journal of Commerce, and it recognizes the 

state’s top professionals younger than age 40 who have demonstrated professional excellence and a 

commitment to their community. Each year, the Alaska Journal of Commerce seeks nominations from 

across the state for the program.  

According to the release by the Alaska Journal of Commerce, they received more nominations this year 

than they have in the 24 years that the program has been in existence. They received and considered 

380 nominations, which resulted in 262 individual nominees. The magazine featuring the Top Forty 

Under 40 will be released in April 2023; an awards event will also take place on April 21, 2023, at the 

Hotel Captain Cook in Anchorage, Alaska. 

Advancement Officer Nesteby was nominated by both her professional and community service-related 

colleagues for this honor. She is a lifelong Alaskan who grew up in Utqiaġvik and is a champion of equity 

and access in education. Nesteby has been an asset to Iḷisaġvik since she joined the college’s 

Institutional Advancement department. She has stewarded the reinvigoration of Iḷisaġvik’s individual 

giving campaigns and worked to secure new corporate partners and supporters. She is also an Adjunct 

Professor and Title IV Adjudicator. Nesteby also gives her time to nonprofits outside of Iḷisaġvik. She has 

served on the board of directors at Friends of Alaska's Children in Care since 2017, served as a Big Sister 

with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska, and was an Outside Field Supervisor for UAA’s Social Work 

department. She is a co-owner of Nesteby’s Nest, and member of Accio Books.    

Iḷisaġvik College is excited to acknowledge this honor and congratulate Advancement Officer Nesteby on 

her recognition. To learn more about the Top Forty Under 40 program and the upcoming awards event, 

please visit https://www.alaskajournal.com/2023-top-forty-under-40-announced.  

ABOUT IḶISAĠVIK COLLEGE 

Located in the northernmost point of Alaska, Iḷisaġvik College is a two-year accredited tribal college that 

provides quality post-secondary academic, career and technical education in a learning environment 

that perpetuates and strengthens Iñupiat culture, language, values and traditions. Iḷisaġvik College is a 

public, non-profit organization. If you wish to donate to Iḷisaġvik, your donation is tax deductible. To 

donate, visit https://www.ilisagvik.edu/give/.  
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For further information contact: 

Frieda Nageak 

External Affairs Coordinator 

frieda.nageak@ilisagvik.edu 

(907) 852-1873 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


