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EDUCATION 

 

2004 Ph.D. Applied Linguistics 

  University of California, Los Angeles 

 

1997 M.A. Education 

  University of New Mexico 

    

1990 B.A.   English 

  Middlebury College 

     

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

 

2023-present Dean of Academic Affairs 

  Iḷisaġvik College 

 

2022-2023 Associate Dean of Academic Affairs 

  Iḷisaġvik College 

 

2011-2018 Associate Professor, College of Education 

  University of Alaska Anchorage, Kenai Peninsula College 

 

2005-2011 Assistant Professor, Department of English 

  Honors Faculty 

  Christopher Newport University 

 

2001-2005 Lecturer, Departments of Linguistics and Anthropology 

  California State University, Long Beach 

 

2003-2005 Lecturer, Department of English 

  California State University, San Bernardino 

 

2004-2005 Lecturer, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures 

  California State University, Fullerton 

 

2003-2004 Lecturer, Department of Education 

  California State University, Los Angeles 
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2000-2002 Teaching Assistant, Department of Applied Linguistics 

  University of California, Los Angeles 

 

GRANTS and FELLOWSHIPS 

   

2008 Faculty Development Grant 

 International Tourism and Language Change in Panama 

 Christopher Newport University 

 

2006 Dean’s Office Grant 

 English in Panama 

 Christopher Newport University 

  

2003 Chancellorial Dissertation Year Fellowship 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

2001-2002 International Studies and Overseas Programs Fieldwork Fellowship  

 University of California, Los Angeles 

 

1999-2003 Chancellor’s Fellowship 

 University of California, Los Angeles 

 

ARTICLES and CHAPTERS 

 

2013 English in Panama. T. Hopkins and K. Decker (Eds.), World Englishes - 

Volume 3 - Central America. London: Continuum Publishing Group. 

 

2012 Creole. J. Garrigus (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of the Caribbean. New York: 

Facts on File. 

 

2009 Indexing Desire: Men’s Talk and the Construction of Sexual  

Subjectivities in a Panamanian Creole Community. Sargasso: A Journal of 

Caribbean Literature, Language & Culture, 2008-09, 1: 73-93. Special 

Issue: Language and Gender. 

 

2007 Vernacular Shift: Language and the Built Environment in Bastimentos, 

Panama. Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power, 14, 1 & 2: 161-

182. Special Issue: Caribbeanist Anthropologies at the Crossroads: 

Revisiting Themes, Revising Concepts. 

 

2006 Understanding Linguistic Diversity in Caribbean Classrooms:                  

Ethnographic Methods for Teachers. In M. George and S. Scatolini (Eds.), 

Rethinking Education in the Caribbean, 145-149. Philipsburg, St. Martin: 

St. Martin Studies. 
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2005 The Use of “Bad” Language as a Politeness Strategy in a Panamanian 

Creole Village.  In B. Migge and S. Mühleisen (Eds.), Politeness and Face 

in Caribbean Creoles, 23-43.  Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

 

2004 Tourism and Small-Language Persistence in a Panamanian Creole Village.  

International Journal of the Sociology of Language, 166: 113-128. 

 

2003 Talking with Tourists in a Panamanian Creole Village: An Emerging Site 

of Production.  Journal of Pidgin and Creole Languages, 18: 299-309. 

 

2001 A Discrete Co-Systems Approach to Language Variation on the 

Panamanian Island of Bastimentos.  In T. Sanchez and D. Johnson (Eds.), 

University of Pennsylvania Working Papers in Linguistics: Selected 

Papers from NWAV 29, 7, 3: 279-293. 

 

2000 The Case for Diglossia on the Panamanian Island of Bastimentos. Journal 

of Pidgin and Creole Languages, 15: 165-169. 

 

2000 Caribbean Creole/Non-Lexifier Contact Situations: A Provisional Survey.  

Journal of Pidgin and Creole Languages, 15: 339-343. 

 

2000 Language Variation in Caribbean Creole/Non-Lexifier Contact Situations: 

Continua or Diglossia? Texas Linguistic Forum, 44: 148-162. 

 

REVIEWS 

 

2010 Kate Menken and Ofelia García, Eds.  Negotiating Language Policies in 

Schools: Educators as Policymakers.  Philadelphia: Routledge, 2010.  

Teachers College Record, Date Published: October 4, 2010. 

http://www.tcrecord.org ID Number: 16185. 

 

2008 Alexandre Duchêne and Monica Heller, Eds. Discourses of 

Endangerment: Ideology and Interest in the Defense of Languages.  

London: Continuum, 2007. Discourse & Communication, 2: 465-468. 

 

2006 Claire Lefebvre. Issues in the Study of Pidgin and Creole Languages. 

Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing Company, 2004. Studies in 

Second Language Acquisition, 28: 638-639.  

 

SELECTED CONFERENCE PAPERS 

 

April 2015 A Collaborative Model for Field Experience Placements in an Alaskan 

Context. Presented at the National Field Experience Conference. 

University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, CO. 

 

http://www.tcrecord.org/
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March 2013 Understanding Linguistic Diversity in Alaskan Communities: 

Ethnographic Methods Training for Teachers. Presented at Lilly Arctic 

Institute on Innovations and Excellence in Teaching and Learning. 

University of Alaska, Bristol Bay Campus, Dillingham, AK. 

 

October 2009 Learning from Experience: Evaluating a Recently Implemented ESL Field 

Experience for Pre-Service Teachers. Presented at the annual meeting of 

the Virginia TESOL Association, Virginia Beach, VA with Christopher 

Newport University students Melanie Barr, Megen Farrow, Ashley 

Hudgins, and Kirsten Powell. 

 

March 2008 Unplanned Maintenance: International Tourism and Language Vitality in a 

Caribbean Creole Community. Presented at the annual meeting of the 

American Association for Applied Linguistics, Washington, DC. 

 

October 2006 Understanding Linguistic Diversity in Caribbean Classrooms: 

Ethnographic Methods for Teachers. Presented at Re-Thinking Education 

in the Caribbean: A Local Imperative in a Global Context, University of 

St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles. 

 

August 2006 Sea, Sand, Sun, and Syntax: A Strategy for Synthesizing Teaching, 

Research, and Service.  Presented at the Christopher Newport University 

Faculty Conference on Teaching, Learning, Scholarship, and Research. 

 

March 2006 What About the Creoles? Language Ideologies and the Classification of 

“Endangered” Varieties. Presented at the Georgetown University Round 

Table on Languages and Linguistics, Georgetown University. 

 

January 2006 Vernacular Shift: Language Choice and the Built Environment in 

Bastimentos, Panama. Presented at the annual meeting of the Linguistic 

Society of America & Society for Pidgin and Creole Linguistics, 

Albuquerque, NM. 

 

January 2004 The Use of “Bad” Language as a Politeness Strategy in a Panamanian 

Creole Community. Presented at the annual meeting of the Linguistic 

Society of America & Society for Pidgin and Creole Linguistics, Boston, 

MA. 

 

March  2003 Language Socialization and Language Persistence in a Panamanian Creole 

Community.  Presented at the annual meeting of the American Association 

for Applied Linguistics, Arlington, VA. 

 

March 2002 Creating Context: Technology and Interaction in a Panamanian Creole 

Community.  Presented at the Georgetown University Round Table on 

Languages and Linguistics, Georgetown University. 
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January 2002 Miscommunicating with Tourists on the Panamanian Island of 

Bastimentos: Language Ideologies and Patterns of Language Choice. 

Presented at the annual meeting of the Linguistic Society of America & 

Society for Pidgin and Creole Linguistics, San Francisco, CA. 

 

April 2001 The Pragmatic Role of Spanish /ya/ in Panamanian Creole English. 

Presented at SALSA IX: Symposium About Language and Society, 

University of Texas at Austin. 

 

March 2001 The Pragmatic Role of Spanish /ya/ in /chat faat/ Discourse. Presented at 

the Georgetown University Round Table on Languages and Linguistics, 

Georgetown University. 

 

January 2001 Understanding ‘Overstanding’: Negotiating Comprehension in a Jamaican 

Radio Interview. Presented at the annual meeting of the Linguistic Society 

of America & Society for Pidgin and Creole Linguistics, Washington, DC. 

 

October 2000 A Discrete Co-Systems Approach to Language Variation in the 

Bastimentos Variety of Panamanian Creole English.  Presented at the 

annual meeting of the Linguistic Association of the Southwest, 

Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla, México. 

 

INVITED LECTURES and PANELS 

 

February 2008 Eating Endangered Species: Studying Language and Culture in the 

Developing World. President’s Leadership Program: Preferred 

Candidates’ Days. Christopher Newport University.  

 

April 2004 Language and Culture in a Panamanian Creole Village: An Ethnographic 

Perspective. Lecture sponsored by the TESOL Society, California State 

University, Los Angeles. 

 

October 2002 Tourism and the Maintenance of a Minority Language in a Panamanian 

Creole Community.  Lecture sponsored by the Departments of Linguistics 

and Anthropology, California State University, Long Beach. 

 

UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE COURSES  

 

2011-2018 College of Education, University of Alaska Anchorage 

Philosophical and Social Context of American Education, Creativity and 

the Arts in Early Childhood, Innovations in Teaching and Learning, 

Current Issues in Second Language Education: Advocacy/Policy/Law, 

Becoming an Elementary Teacher, Introduction to Education, Elementary 

Education Internship Seminar, Fundamentals of Oral Communication 
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2005-2011 Department of English, Christopher Newport University 

Introduction to Linguistics, Language and Teaching, The Structure of 

English, Language and Culture, Teaching English to Speakers of Other 

Languages (TESOL), Study Abroad: Travel and Culture, Language 

Varieties in American Schools, Writing Seminar: Argumentation and 

Analysis, Writing Seminar: Writing Across the Disciplines 

 

2010-2011 Honors Program, Christopher Newport University 

Honors Seminar: Language and Power 

   

2001-2005 Departments of Linguistics and Anthropology, California State 

University, Long Beach  

Language and Culture, Education Across Cultures, Sociolinguistics and 

Schooling. 

 

2003-2005 Department of English, California State University, San Bernardino  

 The English Language, Pedagogical Grammar, Theories of Language 

Acquisition and Learning, Freshman Composition. 

 

2004-2005 Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, California State 

University, Fullerton 

 TESOL Advanced Methods: Listening and Speaking. 

 

2003-2004 Department of Education, California State University, Los Angeles 

  Educational Sociolinguistics. 

 

2000-2002 Department of Applied Linguistics, University of California,  

Los Angeles 

Developmental Composition, Advanced Oral Communication Skills, 

Discussion Leading for International Teaching Assistants. 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

2014 Grant Partner, Alaska Department of Education & Early Development 

SEP Grant, Kenai Peninsula Borough School District, Using Assessments 

to Improve Teaching and Learning in the Kenai Peninsula Borough School 

District. 

 

2010 Reviewer, Journal of Pragmatics. 

 

2009 Reviewer, Journal of Tourism and Cultural Change. 

 

2008 Member, Advisory Panel, Cenage Learning/Wadsworth Publishers. 

 

2007 Reviewer, National Science Foundation, Linguistics Program, Division of 

Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences. 
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2007 Reviewer, John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

 

2004 Reviewer, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Publishers. 

 

2000-2001 Abstract Reviewer, Center for Language, Interaction, and Culture Annual 

Conference, University of California, Los Angeles. 

 

1997-1999 Bilingual Elementary School Teacher, Albuquerque Public Schools 

Albuquerque, NM. 

 

1993-1995 Peace Corps Volunteer 

 Teacher Trainer & Environmental Education Specialist 

 Isla Bastimentos, Republic of Panama. 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 

2016-2018 UAA University-wide Faculty Evaluation Committee 

 

2014-2018 KPC Department of Arts & Sciences, Co-Chair 

 

2013-2015 UAA Faculty Senate, Committee for Community Campuses, Chair 

 

2013-2018 UAA Elementary Education Program, Exceptions Committee, Chair 

 

2013-2015 UAA Faculty Senate 

 

2012-2013 UAA University Assembly 

 

2011-2013 Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Committee 

 Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 

 

2010-2011 Dean William Parks Colloquium Committee 

 Christopher Newport University 

 

2009-2011 Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects 

 Christopher Newport University 

 

2009 Office of Sponsored Programs 

 Faculty Incentive Grant Committee 

 Christopher Newport University 

 

2008-2009 Liberal Learning Council 

 IIS Assessment Subcommittee 

 Christopher Newport University 
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2008-present Graduate Faculty Committee 

 Curriculum and Planning 

 Christopher Newport University 

 

2008-2009 Service and Civic Engagement Development Committee 

 International Partnership Subcommittee 

 Christopher Newport University 

 

2007-present Undergraduate and Graduate Research Council 

  Christopher Newport University 

 

2006-2008 Health Professions Advisory Committee 

  Christopher Newport University 

 

2007-2009 Department of English 

  Curriculum Review Committee 

  Christopher Newport University 

 

2007-2009 Department of English 

  Scholarship Committee 

  Christopher Newport University 

 

2006-2008 Department of English 

  Undergraduate Research Committee 

  Christopher Newport University 

 

2006-2007 Department of English 

  University Library Liaison 

  Christopher Newport University 

 

2005-present Department of English 

  Writing Program Committee 

  Christopher Newport University 

 

2005-present Peace Corps Liaison  

  Christopher Newport University 

 

2007-2009 Talented and Gifted (TAG) Advisory Board 

  Newport News, VA Public Schools 

 

 


